
ROB CORNILLES RESPONSES

FEDERA  L CAND  IDAT  E QUEST  IONNA  IRE

Congressional estimates suggest that the Social Security Retirement fund will be able to pay only
75% of currently calculated benefits by 2040.  Currently, Social Security is funded by a payroll 
tax and a tax on self-employed persons ("FICA") on annual wages up to $106,800 (2011).

Which do you support regarding Social Security:

[ ] Tax all earned income equally so that higher income earners pay on all their income, 
including that over $106,800 per year

[ ] Tax all income equally (earned and investment) up to $106,800 per year
[ ] Increase the taxes on earned income below $106,800
[ ] Reduce or eliminate cost of living adjustments for all retirees
[ ] Raise the "full" benefit retirement age from 67 (current) to 70
[ ] Eliminate Social Security for all workers under 50 and allow them to opt into voluntary 

personal savings accounts
[X] Impose some form of means testing so that benefits for high-income seniors are reduced 

but benefits for lower income seniors remains unchanged
[ ] Leave the system alone
[X] Other I oppose privatizat  i      on, period.  Poli  t      i  cians   s      hould a  l      so s  t      op s  p  ending annual         Social   

Securi  t      y surp  l      uses on other govern  m      ent programs, robbing money from future ret  i      rees.   
Common sense reforms   n      eed to be   e      mbraced and         we need to stop kicking   t      he can down the   
road by cont  i      nual  l      y ignoring good star  t      ing po  i      n  t  s,     l  i      ke the bipartisan Bo  w      l  e  s      -Simpson   
Commis  s      ion Report. I tru  l      y bel  i      eve that         Social         S  ec      uri  t      y can be prese  r      ved f  o      r fu  t      ure   
generat  i      ons   w      i  t      h just         a f  e  w bipart  i      san changes.  

Congressional estimates suggest that the current Medicare funding system will run out of funds 
as early as 2017.  Medicare is funded separately by a payroll tax and a tax on self-employed 
persons on all earned income (no ceiling). Currently Medicare provides some hospital coverage 
(Part A) at no charge to everyone at age 65, and provides other coverage (Parts B, C for



equipment, doctor's visits, procedures) for about $40/month for everyone at age 65 (Rx coverage 
is another add-on premium).

Which do you support regarding Medicare: 

[ ] Raise the age for Medicare coverage
[ ] Expand Medicare to younger workers to spread costs
[ ] Allow Medicare to negotiate drug prices on prescription drugs to lower costs
[X] Reduce hospital costs and costs of procedures by stricter controls and audits
[X] Impose means testing so that high-income seniors pay higher premiums for their Medicare

(Parts B, C, D) coverage
[ ] Eliminate Medicare and offer coupons or vouchers to cover some part of the cost of private 

insurance premiums
[ ] Leave the system alone
[X] Other Medicare is   i      n far worse shape than Social Securi  t      y and wi  l      l require harder   w      ork   

and more di  f      f  i      cult         decis  i      ons by those in   C      ongress.   T      his   i      s   w      hy we should   n  ot send a   
partisan   w      ho votes 98% of   t      he t  i      me wi  t      h her par  t      y in         Salem to DC.         W  e alr  e      ady have too   
many fo  l      ks in   C      ongress   w      ho put party over people. There are two main p  l      ans in DC  
 regardi ng  Medicare.          I  op         pose         the  Republi         cans’  so         -cal  l      ed Ryan Plan and do         not   
support privatizing Medicare. P  e      riod. However, I also o  p      pose the         Demo         crats         ’  app   
roach,         whi         ch  is     a mix of keeping   t      he sta  t      us quo of M  e  dicare head  i      ng to  w      ards   
i      nsolvency AND cuts   t      o   Medicare of $500 b  i      l  l      ion.         T      he cuts   l      argely come   o      ut of         a program   
cal  l      ed M  e  dicare   Advantage, which is an al  t      ernative to   t      radit  i      onal fe  e      -fo  r      -se  r      vice   
Medicare.          In Oregon,   over 254,000 seniors         ha  v      e chosen   M      edicare A  d      v  a      ntage for their   
health care.          It is   est  i      mated by M  e  d  i      care’s         Chief Actuary that          these         cuts  w         il         l  f         orce   
nearly  half  of  Oregon’s     
 seniors          w ho’  v  e         sele         cted  t         his  op ti         on  back         onto  f         ee         -  f      or-service         Medica  r      e.    T      his p  l      an   
wou  l      d  
 also  r         ely  on  Medicare         ’s  e         xist         ing  revenue         str         ucture,          w hich  the         President’s  bipart   
isan     
actuar  i      es and the nonpartisan   C      ongress  i      onal Bu  d  get Of  f      ice tell us wi  l      l not     be enough to  
 cover  M         edicare         ’s  costs          b         y         the  end  of  t         his  decade.           T      he result   w      i  l      l be catas  t      r  oph  i      c   
cuts and premium increases that         wi  l      l harm seniors and, over t  i      me, cause an         end to   t      he   
system as we know   i      t   t      oday.  I   c  annot         support          thi         s  pl an  of         “         no    a  cti         on         .”          In  addit   
ion,  t         he         C  enter  for     Medicare and         Medicaid         Services         est  i      mates that         $70 bi  l      l  i      on in   
i      mprop  e      r p  a  yments   w      ere   made in 2010.          W  e   n      eed         members of         Congress   w      ho have the   
ski  l      ls   t      o lo  w      er costs and   el  i      minate fraud and corrup  t      ion.  Final  l      y, we must     look, again, to   
Bo  w      le  s      -Simpson as a  
 star         ti         ng  point         ,  preserve         the  system         for  t         oday’s         sen         iors          and  conti         nue         to   
al  l      o  w seniors a   choice bet  we      en tradi  t      ional         fee-fo  r      -servi  c      e and   Me      dicare Advantage.  

Money spent by wealthy individuals and businesses on campaign contributions and lobbying is 
more important to politicians than opinions of constituents.

[ ] Agree
[X] Disagree

The United States Supreme Court has ruled that corporations can make unlimited independent 
expenditures in federal elections.  Do you support or oppose that decision?



[X] Support
[ ] Oppose

Why?  I support the rights of ind  i      vidua  l      s         and those     who         belong   t      o companies, labor unions,   
trade associat  i      ons, issue advocacy groups, and po  l      i  t      ical parties to exercise their         First   
Am  e  ndment  
right         to   f      ree spe  e  ch, inc  l      uding po  l      i  t      ical speech.  I         adamantly oppose, how  e      ver, shadow         groups   
that         do not have to d  i      scl  o      se their donations.  Just as         organizat  i      ons have a right   t      o speak, voters   
have a right   t      o know   w      ho is spea  k  ing.  I support the strongest possib  l      e disclosure and   
tran  s      parency require  m      e  n      ts on pol  i      t  i      cal advert  i      si  n  g.  

What should the federal government do to increase jobs in the United States?

[X] Reduce taxes
[X] Build and repair infrastructure, such as roads, rails, and schools
[X] Provide zero-interest money for banks to lend to businesses that create jobs
[X] Other Simpl  i      fy the     overly comp  l      ex tax         code   t      hat   t      oo of  t      en favors the poli  t      ically connected   
and mega-corpora  t      ions   o      ver the midd  l      e  -      class         and small businesses.  Incre  a      se predictabi  l      i  t      y in   
taxes and regulat  i      ons so employers can   f      eel more         comfortable expanding   a      nd hiring. Send a true   
independent voi  c      e to   C      ongress   w      ho has not only proven he knows         how to   c      reate jobs through his   
own   s      mall business   (  60   e      mployees in 16   y      ear  s      )  ,   b      ut   w      i  l      l be a champion and strong advocate for   
the Fir  s      t Dis  t      rict ra  t      her   t  han a la  w      ye  r      -turned-ca  r      eer poli  t      ician who         has voted 98% of   t      he t  i      me   
wi  t      h their par  t      y in   t      he st  a  te legis  l      ature.  

The federal budget deficit has been $1.3 trillion in each of the past 2 years.  What should the 
federal government do, if anything, to reduce the deficit?
Increase taxes on:

[ ] The wealthy only
[ ] Everyone
[ ] Corporations

Cut spending on:

[ ] Social Security
[ ] Medicare
[ ] Military (and CIA) 
[ ] Education
[ ] Agriculture
[ ] Homeland security
[ ] Environmental protection
[ ] Assistance to state and local governments
[ ] Foreign aid
[X] Other: Rais  i      ng tax  e  s on the weal  t      hy         –  as has been proposed –  would   i      ncrease ta  x      es by   
less than $100 b  i      l  l      ion per year.  So, instead of a $1.3 t  r  i  l      l  i      on def  i      cit         in 2011   w      e     would have a   
$1.2 tr  i      l  l      ion         defi         cit         .          T         hat  as s  u  mes  that          they         w on’t  simply  shelt         er  income         in  t         he         h   
undreds  of  loophol         es     



   that          riddl         e         our  complex         tax  code.  T         he         probl e         m  isn’t  that          w e         are  under         -taxe         d;         it         ’s   
that  w         e         have         a     brok  e  n tax syst  e      m and o  u      r government continues   t      o ex  c      ess  i      vely borrow   
m  o      ney that         e  v      en the   greatest   t      ax on the weal  t      hy cannot sat  i      sfy.          W  i  t      h   c      rony capi  t      al  i      sm   
benef  i      t  t      ing   t      he care  e  r   pol  i      t  i      cians and the wel  l      -connected on         W  all         Street,         it         is absolu  t      ely cri  t      ical   
t  h  at   w      e send new   leaders   t      o         W  ashington.  In 1997, President Bi  l      l   C      l  i      nton and a Republ  i      can   
Congress joined together to control         spending and grow         the econo  m      y through tax reform.    T      he   
result   w      as a   booming economy and f  o      ur s  t      raight years of         government su  r      pluses.  Cooperat  i      on   
can bring resul  t      s, but   we         need to elect people who   h      a  v      e sh  o      wn a wi  l      l  i      ngness   t      o break     from their   
pa  r      ty.  

Real wages have not increased in the United States for middle class jobs in the past 25 years. 
Wealth is now more concentrated in the top 10% (and top 1%) of individual taxpayers than it has 
been since 1929.  Anyone born into a low-income family faces great hurdles in financing 
education and acquiring a secure middle-income job.

[ ] This is fair, because it depends on individuals bringing themselves up by their own 
initiative and talent.

[X] This is a problem, because the changes are structural and opportunities do not exist for 
workers to gain secure employment.

Is there anything government can or should do about it? 

[ ] No, it's up to individuals
[ ]      Yes, government has to enact appropriate laws and regulations regarding trade, tax rates, 

and social programs to ensure that all segments of our economy share equally in national 
prosperity.

[X] Other Y      es, government has to enact appro  p      ria  t      e la  w      s and regulat  i      o  n  s regarding trade,   t      ax   
rates, and social         programs to ensure that a  l      l segments of         our economy   h      a      ve an         eq  u      al  
opport  un      i  t      y to   s  h      are in   (  a  n      d create   m      ore)         nat  i      o  n  al prosperity. I have spe  n      t my profess  i      onal   l      i  f      e   
employing people         (  60   h      e      re in Orego  n      )     and launc  h      ing   t      he care  e  rs of         500         others         nat  i      onw  i      de by   
giving them skills they n  e      eded         to   t      hrive.  I launch         care  e  r  s      .  I am a job         crea  t      or, not a job   
constrainer l  i      ke so many         la  w      yers-turned-ca  r      eer   p      ol  i      t  i      cia  n      s.  

During the period after the financial crisis of 2008, Congress enacted TARP (Troubled Asset 
Relief Program) or the "Wall Street Bailout" of $700 billion to insurers such as AIG and 
institutions which had held a form of insurance on debt called credit default swaps.  In addition, 
the Federal Reserve offered trillions ($3.8 - $4.2 trillion) more in zero interest (taxpayer) loans to 
large banks (Goldman Sachs, Bank of America, Societe General) which were "too big to fail." 
Corporate officers paid themselves huge bonuses and stockholders profits increased (about $104 
billion of TARP money flowed between banks and Wall Street and was paid to private interests). 
As for the zero interest loans to banks, the banks are holding onto that money or loaning it at 
credit card rates to consumers or loaning it to the government, making "free money" on the float.

Should the federal government file lawsuits to "claw back" the $100 billion + bonus and profit 
money paid by Wall Street and banks to themselves with taxpayer money?



[X] Yes However, th  i      s is         yet ano  t      her e  x  amp  l      e of         the unin  t      ended conseq  u      e      nces that         occur   w      hen   
Congress ru  s      hes to pass legis  l      at  i      on w  i      thout     fu  l      ly considering and plann  i      ng     for   t      he long   t      erm   
consequen  c      es.    T      he         W  all         St banks should not         have spent   t      axpayer mo  n      ey in         th  i      s   w      ay, but   
Congress a  l      so shou  l      d not     have passed the bi  l      l   w      i  t      hout co  n      stra  i      ning such spending         of   t      axpayer   
money on bonuses in   t      he         f  i      rst         place.  
[ ] No

Should the federal government investigate possible crimes committed by financial institutions 
and prosecute?

[X] Yes
[ ] No

The "auto industry bailout" was separate from TARP and Federal Reserve actions.  Congress 
approved $80 billion in loans to domestic auto producers, and the U.S. Government now owns 
stock in GM and Chrysler.

[ ] This was a good investment as those companies are now hiring and GM has become very 
competitive in the market.

[X] No, it was a waste of money since Ford improved sales and product without taxpayer 
money.

[ ] I don't know yet.

The average U.S. household pays about 14% of its income in federal income taxes and, 
effectively, an additional 15.3% of its income for Social Security and Medicare taxes.  The 
combined rate is close to 30%.  The average rate of federal taxes paid by households in the top
5% of income is less than 30%, mainly because (1) there are no Social Security taxes on annual 
income over $106,800 and (2) capital gains and some dividends are taxed at 15%.  The average 
rate of federal taxes paid by households in the top 1% of income is also about 30%.

[ ] It is fair that people with average incomes pay the same overall federal tax rate as people in 
the top 5% or top 1% of incomes.

[ ] Federal tax rates should be adjusted so that people in the top 5% or top 1% of incomes pay 
at a significantly higher overall rate than people with average incomes.

[X] Other.  Fiddling     w  i  th   t      ax rates is         insu  f      f  i      cien  t  .         Our fed  e  ral   t      ax system   i      s broken         and needs   
to be overhauled. A dizz  y      ing number of credi  t      s, d  e      duct  i      ons, and loopholes have crea  t      ed a maze   
where people spend         mo  n      ey on th  i      ngs designed to         avoid   t      axes ra  t      her   t      han generate   e      conomic   
gro  w      th.         In fact, in 2009 there was a nea  r      ly 80%   i      ncrease in filers cla  i      ming over $200,000 in   
annual   i      ncome who paid no   f      ederal   i      ncome tax d  u      e to an aggressive use of         credi  t      s, deduct  i      ons   
and loopho  l      es. As a result,         according to   C      ongre  s      s’s  Joint          C ommit         tee         on  T         axati         on,          51%   
of federal   t      ax f  i      lers paid zero federal   i      ncome tax         for   t      he 2009 tax yea  r      . A         majority of   
Americans paying no income tax?   H      ow can any reasonable   p      erson see that         as a sus  t      ainab  l      e   
trend?



   And  it ’s  not  jus t  i         ndivid  u  als.  Gener         al Electr  i      c de  p      loyed an army of   l      obbyis  t      s and tax   
at  t      orne  y  s in   a tax avoidance sc  h      eme   t      hat became a profit         cent  e      r for         the corpora  t      ion. In 2010,   
GE generated
$14.1 bi  l      l  i      on in revenue world  w      ide and had zero   t  ax l  i      abi  l      i  t      y. In fact, the company enjo  y      ed $3.2   
bil  l      ion   i      n tax benef  i      ts.  

W  ho   g      ets   s      tuck paying a         fu  l      l   t      ax bi  l      l? People like you and me, and small   a      nd mediu  m      -si  z      ed  
 companies  li         ke         the  on         es  in  Oregon  that  don’t  have          tens  of  mil li         ons  of  doll         ar  s  to  s         tuf   
f  t         he  tax  code     
wit  h special   int  erest perks  .

Average annual income for the top 1% of households is about $1.8 million.  Adjusted for 
inflation, it has tripled in the past 25 years, while the average annual income of the median 
household has dropped by 7% over the past 10 years.  Democrats in the U.S. Senate have 
proposed a 5% surtax on household incomes in excess of $1 million per year.  Do you support 
such a surtax?

[ ] Yes
[X] No   Rais  i      ng     taxes in  s      ide a broken tax syst  e      m will         simply encourage people to shel  t      er   
income through loopho  l      es in   t      he code.          W  e         n      eed to         simpli  f      y the code, as I i  n      dicated in   t      he   
pre  v  ious quest  i      on. Additiona  l      ly, by simpli  f      ying   t      he code, we can inc  r      ease r  e      venue to   t      he   
government. It   i      s estima  t      ed that         Am  e  rican busine  s      ses are sitt  i      ng on $2 tri  l      li  on in cash.  By   
simpli  f      ying   t      he tax code,         we can provide these bu  s      inesses         the predictabi  l      i  t      y they need to start   
invest  i      ng that         large sum in expanding   t      he busines  s      es and hiring more Ame  r      icans.  

What other changes should be made to the federal tax code?

[ ] Get rid of all deductions and lower the rates
[ ] Flat income rate tax on all income of 16-22% (average cost of government over last 30 

years was something close to 19-20%)
[ ] Tax dividends and capital gains at the same rates as earned income (e.g., wages) 
[ ] Increase inheritance taxes
[ ] Reduce inheritance taxes
[ ] Eliminate the step-up basis for assets at death, which allow inheritance of appreciated 

assets without payment of capital gains tax
[ ] Tax hedge fund income the same as income from wages
[X]     Reduce tax rate on income from controlled foreign corporations, so that money can come 

back to the United States. Such a reduction must be coupled with a requirement that these 
corporations spend the savings on job-creating activities.

[X] Other T      o  borrow          a         phrase,  we         don’t  need  m         ore  taxes         , we n  e      ed more   t      axpayers.         W  e   
do that by simpli  f      ying   t      he tax c  o      de. It should not         be a system that benef  i      ts on  l      y those w  i      th   
po  l      i  t      ical   connect  i      ons. It cannot be         a way for pol  i      t  i      cians   t      o   r  aise tax  e  s or   f      or corpora  t      ions   t      o   
avoid   t      hem. It   should be st  r      aigh  t      for  w      a  r  d, stable, and designed to fund government   w      hi  l      e leaving   
as much
money as possi  ble in priv  ate hands.

T      here can be no argu  m      e      nt   t      hat   i      n th  i      s   s  ta  l      led economy investo  r      s, entrep  r      e      neurs and employers   
need a predictable and s  i      mpler tax code in order   t      o plan and h  i      re. I support         el  i      minat  i      ng         the  



loopho  l      es that         encourage         tax avoidance   b      ehavior         and lo  w      ering   r      ates to en  c  ourage jo  b      -   
producing activit  i      es.   T      he tax code drives too ma  n      y         decis  i      ons, meaning   i      ndi  v      idua  l      s and   
companies are allocating         resources based on a tax         avoidance be  n      ef  i      t ra  t      her than a job creat  i      on   
benef  i      t.  

As President   C      l  i      nton and     a Republ  i      can Congress did in 1997,   w      e need to   f      ix our budget deficit   by 
gro  w      ing   t      he economy         and reforming the tax c  o      d  e      . It   i      s estimated that         businesses are hold  i      ng   
nearly $2 tr  i      l  l      ion   i      n cash     reserves r  i      ght now         beca  u      se they are u  n      certa  i      n about   t      he tax and   
regula  t      ory future.         W  e n  e      ed to         reform the tax co  d      e         so that employers are w  i      l  l      ing   t      o put   t      hat money   
to   w      ork here in Oregon   a      nd throughout         the Uni  t      ed Sta  t      e  s      .  

Which federal tax subsidies should be eliminated or greatly reduced:

[X]    Oil and natural gas exploration in the United States
[X]    Ethanol production
[ ]      Renewable resources, such as solar cells and wind turbines
[] Home ownership (interest deduction; exclusion of capital gain on sale) 
[ ] Health insurance
[ ] Retirement plans (including 401k plans) 
[ ] Charitable contributions

[X]  Other T      he home mortgage in  t      e  r      est deduct  i      on should be   e      l  i      minated for se  c      ond homes  . 

The United States has 100,000 troops in Afghanistan, which is 30,000 more than 2 years ago.

How many U.S. troops should be in Afghanistan as of January 2012? 
How many U.S. troops should be in Afghanistan as of January 2013? 
How many U.S. troops should be in Afghanistan as of January 2014?

W  e         want our troops home as quickly as possible.         Absent more input         from mili  t      ary   c  ommanders,  
it would be ir  r      espons  i      ble     of me to         provide a speci  f      i      c number on   w      hat   t      he si  z      e of   t      h      e mil  i      tary force  
 shoul d  be         in  Af ghanis tan.           Generall         y,  how ev         er,  I  c         an  say         that           I’  v  e         support         e         d   
President  Obama’s    pol  i      cies there. Most of         al  l      , we need to care for our         returning   t      roops by   
provid  i      ng them, access    t      o   good jobs,  transi  t      ion tra  i  ning,  and    t      he best         poss  i      ble  heal  t      h care,   
includ  i      ng         mental         heal  t      h care.  

The United States has 45,000 troops in Iraq, a number which is 5,000 lower than one year ago. 
The Government of Iraq has requested that all be withdrawn by the end of 2011.

How many U.S. troops should be in Iraq as of January 2012?  Only enough to secure our sa  f      e   
and ef  f      icient   w      i  t      hdra  w      al.  
How many U.S. troops should be in Iraq as of January 2013?  Only a small     securi  t      y cont  i      ngent   
at the US embassy.

Should the Federal Government set the standards for food and consumer product safety or should 
we rely on manufacturers to self-police?



[X]   The Government needs to enact and enforce minimum standards to protect the consumer 
from harmful products and ensure food safety.

[ ]      We should let the marketplace determine what people want and what risks they are willing 
to take.  If there is harm, the damaged consumer can then sue the manufacturers in court as 
their remedy.

[ ] Other                                                                                                

Should the United States approve the construction of the Keystone XL Pipeline that would 
deliver to U.S. refineries synthetic crude oil extracted from tar sands in Canada?

[X] Yes  As part of a     st  r      ategy to make us less         dependent on Mideast   p      e      tro  l      eum products, and   
assuming it         is constructed with appropriate overs  i      ght   f      or sa  f      ety and environmental         concerns.  
[ ] No

Should Congress approve the proposed free trade agreements with South Korea, Colombia, and
Panama?

[X] Yes I was pleased that         the Congress         approved in a b  i      partisan manner these trade   
agre  e  ments   t      hat Preside  n      t Obama rightly asked Congress to         approve to he  l      p w  i      th   j      ob creat  i      on in   
th  i      s dif  f      icult economy. Few dis  t      ricts   i      n the country     are as t  r      ad  e      -depen  d      ent   a      s the First         District of   
Oregon  .   The Broo  k  i      ngs     I      n  s  t      i  t      ut  i      on     e  s      t  i      mates     t      h  a  t   t      h  e  r      e     are         26  8  ,000     j      obs     i      n     t      he P  o  r  t      land   r  eg  i      o  n   t      h  at         r  ely   
on   t      r  a  de.          T  h  e  s      e     j      o  b  s   t      e  nd to pay   h  i      gh  e  r a  v      e  rage     wag  e  s   t      han     j      o  b  s   i      n     t      h  e   s      ame m  a  r  ket     t      h  a  t         do n  o  t         d  epend   
on   i      n  t      e  r      n  at  i      on  a  l         trad  e      .         So,     not         o  n  l      y   d  oes     i      nte  r      n  a  t      ional     t      rade     c  r  eate   s      u  s  t      a  i      na  b  l      e     j      o  bs, it         c  r  eates         g  o  o  d      -   
pay  i      ng     ca  r  ee  r  s and a     po  s  i      tive   f      u  t      u  r  e   f      o  r o  u  r   c      ommu  n  i      tie  s      , s  c  hools, and     c  h  il      d  r  e      n.         T  he So  u  t      h Kor  e  a de  a  l   
w  il      l e  s      p  ecial  l      y   b  en  e  f      it   t      h  e   F  i      rst         D  i      s  t      r  i      c  t         of Or  e      go  n      , as   S  ou  t      h Ko  r  ea     i      s a   h  uge ma  r  k  e  t   f      o  r Oreg  o  n goo  d  s   
a  l      r  e      a  dy, b  u  t     t      hey     ha  v      e     s  u  ff      e  r  e      d tari  f      fs   p  l      ac  e  d on     t      hem   b  y   t      he K  o  r  e      a  n  s.  T  h  i      s   d  eal         el  i      m  i      n  a  t      es   t      h  o  se   t      a  r  i      f  fs      .   
These         p  rodu  c  t      s     i      n  c  l      u  d  e ag  r  i      c  u  lt      u  r  e      ,   e  l      e  c  t      r  onic compo  n  en  t      s, m  a  chine  r  y and ma  n  y     o  t      her     pro  d  ucts.          As     t      he   
cong  r      e  s  s      man     f      rom     t      he   F  i      rst Congr  e      s  s  i      o  nal         D  i      s  t      ric  t      ,     I         w  i      ll         cham  p  i      on   o  ur   r      egi         o  n’         s         e  mpl         oy  e  rs          and   
wor  k  er         s,     manu  f      a  c  t      u  r  e  r      s,     and a  g  r  i      c  ul  t      ure     and p  r  omo  t      e     t      h  e  i      r     go  o  ds and se  r      v  i      c  es         dom  e  st  i      c  a  l      ly and   
in  t      e  rn  a  ti      o  nal  l      y.  
[ ] No

Should the Federal Government continue to subsidize interstate high speed rail and Amtrak 
service?

[ ] Yes
[] No
[X] Other Such subs  i      d  i  es shou  l      d be re  v  iewed a  n      d approved         on a cas  e      -by  -      case basis         only where   
they ma  k      e sense from a   g      eographic location standpo  i      nt as well         as considerat  i      ons such as  
demand, other nearby inf  rast  ructure and transportati  on opti  on  s, etc.

What should the next CD 1 Representative do about the Columbia River Crossing (new planned 
bridge across the Columbia between Oregon and Washington)?

[X] Get local leaders to agree on a plan and fight for federal funding
[ ] Tell local leaders the costs are out of control and must be contained before any federal 

funding



[X] Other W  e n  e      ed to replace the Eisenhowe  r      -  e      ra br  i      dge to help update our infras  t      ructure so   
we can compe  t      e wi  t      h the Aust  i      ns, Denvers and S  h      anghais of   t      he world. But     t      he waste so far has   
been ine  x      cusable and re  i      nforces the         skept  i      cism   p      e      ople feel   t      owa  r      ds gover  n      men  t      .          W  e         don’t  j         ust   
need a new bridge, we n  e      ed new leaders   i      n Congress who   w      i  l      l be partners     wi  t      h local leaders and   
consti  t      uents   i      nstead of acting via fiat.         I am not going to d  i      cta  t      e to   l      ocal o  f      ficia  l      s f  r      om a federal   
seat   w      hat should be happening on a   l      ocal   l      evel. R  a      ther, I wi  l      l par  t      ner   w      i  t      h   t  hem to make su  r      e   
local priori  t      ies have an advocate in         W  ashington         –          as long as these projects have a federal   
purpose, can honest  l      y a  c      count   t      o Oregonians that         dedicated monies are   b      e      ing properly used,  
and that   there is no crony capit  ali  sm as part of t  he project.

What should the next CD 1 Representative do to help the rural areas in the District?

I invi  t      e you to   j      oin me in         rai  s      i  n      g our expecta  t      ions of   w      hat a member of Congress can be.           Firs  t      ,   
the next OR-1   R      epresen  t      at  i      ve needs to tru  l      y be an         advocate and ch  a      mpion for the Dis  t      rict.  For   
far   t      oo long,   w      e have be  e      n w  i      thout         a strong voice represent  i      ng th  i      s dynamic District, and now         we  
 have         no  voic         e         at  al         l.   Sec         ondly,  we         need  to  s top  se         nding  par ti         san  “         bu  t  ton         -pushers”   
to  C         ongress.     
I intend to represent t  he   people, not a party.

Rural areas are hurting. I wi  l      l   f      ight         f  o  r our   f      armers,   f      orestry work  e  rs,   f      ishermen and vin  t      ners.   
W  e         must e  x  pand global         markets   f      or our goods,   i      nclud  i      ng our produce, w  i      ne, wood products and   
f  i      sh. Unemployment re  m      ains unacceptab  l      y high,         and we need someo  n      e in         Congress   w      ho has   
bui  l      t a business from sc  r  atch and employed 60   p      e      ople rather than a la  w      ye  r      -turned-car  e      er   
poli  t      ician who has no re  a  l   w      orld concept of         how to     grow         a business   i      n tou  g  h t  i      mes. Our   
educat  i      on system must be         a priori  t      y.  I wi  l      l resist     more to  p      -down solut  i      ons like the well  
in  t      ent  i      oned but   f      la  w      ed   N  o Ch  i      ld   L      eft         Behind Act,     and instead focus on local contr  o      l.  Final  l      y, we   
must preserve our natur  a      l environment and hab  i      ta  t      s   w      hi  l      e also sending Oregonians back in   t      o   
respons  i      bly manage our forests.  

What should the next CD 1 Representative do to help the urban and suburban areas in the
District?

Job creat  i      on must be the         top prior  i      ty of the next   C      D R  e  presenta  t      ive.         I have         spent my profess  i      onal   
l  i      fe not as an attorney-turned-car  e      er poli  t      ician, but as a   j      ob creator   w      ho has hired 60  
Oregonians at my own   c      ompany and helped lau  n      ch the car  e      ers of         500 others         from diverse   
backgrounds of         varying   e      thn  i      ci  t      ies, genders and socioeconomic b  a      ckgroun  d      s      .    T      he suburban and   
urban areas of the dis  t      rict need a repre  s      enta  t      ive who w  i      ll         advocate on a national         stage for   t      heir   
needs, their p  r      oducts, a  n      d the diverse assets of         NW Oregon.   T      he m  o      m wo  r      king   f      ul  l      -t  i      me yet a  l      so   
f  i      nding   t      he t  i      me to   t      ake her kids to soccer pr  a      ct  i      ce         needs to know her Rep  r      e      senta  t      ive is   f      igh  t      ing   
for   j      obs here in Oregon for when her kids graduate col  l      ege.  S  h      e needs to   k      now her   
Representa  t      ive wi  l      l not         saddle those kids   w      i  t      h         a mountain of         debt.  She also needs to know   t      hat   
her Representa  t      i  v      e cares         about   i      mproving educat  i      on for all         kids. And she needs to tru  s      t   t      hat her  
 Representat         ive         w il         l  prot         ect  Medicare         and  So         cial          Securit         y         so  t hat  sh e         doesn’         t  have   
to  as sume         the     costs         of provid  i      ng the basics for her aging parents. She can be assured         I   d      o   
not support privatizat  i      on of Social S  e  curi  t      y or Medicare.  



How should Congress respond to the decision of the U.S. Supreme Court (Ci  t      iz  e  n      s   
U  n      i  t      ed  ) that the First Amendment prohibits limits on independent expenditures by 
corporations and unions in federal election campaigns?

[ ] Congress should refer to the States for ratification a constitutional amendment 
stating that the First Amendment does not forbid limits on political campaign 
contributions or expenditures.

[ ] Congress should by statute remove the jurisdiction of the U.S . Supreme Court 
to invalidate laws pertaining to political campaign contributions and 
expenditures.

[ ]   Congress should remove all limits on political campaign contributions or
expenditures in federal races. 

[ ] Congress should do nothing.
[X]  Other  Removing Supreme Court jur  i      sdiction regarding fundamental         righ  t      s is         a slippery   

slope.  As sta  t      ed earl  i      er, I bel  i      eve that         the right to   f      ree speech co  m      es   w      i  t      h a         right         to know  
who is spea  k  ing.          W  e sh  o      uld have fu  l      l and   i      mmedia  t      e disclosure and transparency on  
pol  i      t  i      cal advert  i      sing, and     that         disclosure should   a  ccompany all         pol  i      t  i      cal c  o      mmunications.   
No shadow         groups should be al  l      owed to anonymously and unfa  i      rly att  a      ck   c      andida  t      es.  


